Change and Continuity
Radical or fundamental political change in China is far from inevitable but it is unlikely that the CCP's 62-year-old monopoly of government can remain unchanged indefinitely in the wake of the country's extraordinary economic development. The CCP is not willing to permit independent organisations to represent the aspirations of emerging social groups and has every intention of retaining the current system of one-party control. A statement issued on 1 July 2011 during celebrations of the ninetieth anniversary of the CCP's foundation made it clear that Western-style multi-party democracy was not considered suitable for China's 'national conditions' and could even precipitate a repeat of the 'chaos and factionalism' of the Cultural Revolution. It claimed that 30 years of economic growth proved that the CCP had the welfare of the people at heart and guaranteed its legitimacy. The new leadership of the CCP is determined that future political change will remain under its control. Central control by the Party collapsed briefly in the early stages of the Cultural Revolution (1966-7) but this was rapidly remedied by military intervention and the reconstruction of the CCP in 1969. Since the death of Mao Zedong in 1976, and especially since the final retirement of Deng Xiaoping in 1992, political change has been institutionalised; the leadership intend that the risks and conflict associated with the uncertainty of succession should be a thing of the past.
3 While the process of selecting the new top leadership is still opaque and restricted to the inner circle of the CCP's Politburo and Organisation Department, in recent years the results have been made known and the names of preferred candidates publicised well in advance -five years -although only indirectly. The successful candidates have usually been unknown outside China. They are typically drawn from the pool of provincial governors and Party secretaries, but also include other senior Party functionaries and state officials, and are known within the CCP. 4 There is a determination to avoid the appointment of one dominant individual -another Mao or Deng and especially not a 'Chinese Gorbachev'.
The key question for China's future is whether political change can be confined within the 80 million-strong Party (with reserves of over 20 million applicants annually and
